How to make a CreateSpace Book
Go to https://www.createspace.com/Login.do;jsessionid=6236EE985A9928DBD78A13176D4498CC.cspworker01
Click on Sign up now.

Fill in the form to Create a New Account.
When you have created a new account, you won’t need much help. It is explained to you how to do it, step-by-step, and it’s very easy.

But I’ll go through it anyway – read this to the end so you know what you are in for.

On the blue taskbar up top, click on Get Started.
Type the title of the book, and move down and click ‘paperback’.

The most important step is to choose GUIDED. This will take you through the process easily and without hassle.

PLEASE NOTE you need to have a properly formatted manuscript.

(I do help with formatting manuscripts, but I charge. If you want a quote, just email me.)

To get free advice on formatting, how to set out your pages, and so forth, click on Community on the blue taskbar, which will take you to lots of pages that explain how your manuscript should look before you attempt to upload it.
There is good detailed advice here:
http://www.jenyfermatthews.com/formatting-for-create-space/
and here:

https://www.createspace.com/en/community/community/resources/formatting_your_files
My advice, depending on your content and your market, is to choose 5 x 8 inches trim size (novel) or 6 x 9 size (non-fiction). 
In my experience the smaller books are cheaper to ship, especially to outside the USA, which is where the books will be printed. Always order a proof – it takes a while to get to you, depending on where you live, but it’s a valuable step.  A proof copy is cheap, but the postage is not.  

Always choose crème paper for fiction, not white – the white looks too amateurish. The crème looks just like any other paperback in the world.

Remember you need a book that’s bigger than 120-130 pages if you want a printed spine.

When you get to the steps about cover design, make sure you understand that these templates are used by thousands of writers all over the world, and you need to create one that’s as different as you can make it. To create a unique cover, vary your choices.

Each design comes with a number of themes and literally a million colour choices. Many allow you to upload your own photos or other images. I recommend you do this, to ensure your cover is unique. Whatever you decide, make sure you have permission to use the images.

Any image you use needs to be BIG. Big means your definition is good. Createspace needs definition that exceeds 300dpi. If your pictures are too small, they come out blurred or pixelated. Not good.

To make a small picture bigger is simple – but to make a very small picture very big is not wise. Moving up a few DPI is done by opening your picture in Paint. Click on the Resize function and click on Pixels. Make sure the vertical pixels number 600 or more. Save the image in that size and make sure you remember which one it is by naming it properly. Example: book_pic_LARGE.jpg
Oh yes – always save images as jpegs.

Upload the picture, and see how it fits in the design frame of your choice. The possibilities are endless.

Playing around with the Createspace cover creator is fun. Give yourself plenty of time and find a cover that is pleasing and that goes with the content of the book, but also matches the over-all impression of you as a writer and any other books you might already have.

The back blurb and About the Author are super important. I cannot stress enough that these are the words that sell the book. Only about 150 words, but get them right. Make sure they are spaced correctly so you do not have hyphenated words all down the right-hand side. This is fiddly but vital.

Only save the cover and submit it when you are happy with it, and when you have shown it to two other people who understand books and the book business.

Createspace will only accept your submission when all the steps are complete. They will assign you an ISBN early in the process – the ISBN is linked to the title and the book SIZE, so make your decisions carefully.

